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FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, IZ, VT 

SUBJECT: RELIGIOUS SITUATION IN IRAQ 
REF: BAGHDAD 0810 

1 . WE NOTE WITH INTEREST REFTEL WHICH REPORTS THE HOLDING 

OF THE ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH AND THE 
REMARKS ATTRIBUTED TO THE PATRIARCH MAR DINKHA IV PRAISING 
THE SUPPORT OF THE IRAQI POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS IS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF GOI'S 
CONTINUING EFFORT TO SPRUCE UP REGIME'S RELIGIOUS IMAGE 
FOR INTERNATIONAL PURPOSES. IN THIS CONNECTION. VATICAN 
SOURCE HAS BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION THAT IN THE LAST FEW 
DAYS THE GOI HAS TAKEN THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS WITH RESPECT 
TO THE CHALDIAN (CATHOLIC CHURCH): IT SET ASIDE A SUBSTANTIAL 
SUM FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE GREEK CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AT BAGHDAD AND IT DECIDED TO PROVIDE EXEMPTIONS 
FROM MILITARY SERVICE TO SOME PRIESTS. IN ADDITION. 

ACCORDING TO OUR VATICAN SOURCE, TOWARDS THE END OF MARCH, 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE IRAQI REPUBLIC. AHMAD HASSAN AL BAKR 
PAID A VISIT TO THE CHALDIAN SEMINARY OF BAGHDAD WHERE HE 
WAS WELL RECEIVED AND SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE ORDERS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT PROVIDE THE SEMINARY WITH A BUS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 
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STUDENTS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE SEMINARY. 

3. COMMENT: OUR VATICAN SOURCE STATES THAT THE HOLDING 
OF THE ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE OF THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH AND THE 
REMARKS OF THE PATRIARCH SIGNIFIED THAT A RAPPROCHEMENT 
HAS BEEN EFFECTED BETWEEN THE PATRIARCH AND THE REGIME 
BECAUSE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO HAVE, UP TO NOW, BEEN 
TENSE.GARDNER 
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